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Malaysia tambah pakar
bantu kenal pasti mangsa

ada pengesahan diterima dan
sayaakanmemadlorangper-;
tama dihubungi pasukan DVI
kita di Hilversum sebaik ada

rakyat kita dikenal pasti.

» Belanda beri
kepercayaan bagi
percepat proses
pengecaman

Belanda =

alaysia terus meraih
kepercayaan Belanda
apabila diminta me-

nambah bilangan pakar bagi
membantu proses m

pesawat MH17 yang dijalan-
kan di kem tentera Hilversum,

kira-kira 45 kilometer dari

Amsterdam

Ketika ini, 28 pakar forensik
dan penyiasat perubatan Ma-
‘laysia membantu pasukan Pe-
ngecaman a Bencana
(DVI) yang diketuai oleh Be-
landa.

Menteri Pengangkutan, Da-
tuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai, ber-
kata pertambahan berikutnya

memhalntkanllpahryang.,‘
ketika ini masih berada di
Kharkiv, Ukraine bagi urusan

penghantaran mayat mangsa,
menjadikan jumlahnya 39

rang dengan pasukan DVI
Malaysia diketuai Dr Mohd
Shah Mahmud.

“Kumpulan ini membabit-
kan pakar daripada Polis Di-
raja Malaysia (PDRM), Angka-
tan Tentera Malaysia (ATM),

hbmmnadanxemente -

ti identiti dan pengecaman di-
lakukan dengan secepat
m!

“Pada masa sama, prosesnya
perlu mengikut prosedur di-
tetapkan tanpa kompromi da-
lam mana-mana aspek kerana
kita mahu memulangkan ja-
sad yang betul kepada ahli
keluarga dan waris mangsa,”
katanya kepada media Malay-
sia di sini, semalam.

Tiong Lai berkata, operasi
pasukan Malaysia yang mem-
bantu urusan penghantaran

mayat di Kharkiv ditutup ber-
ikutan ketibaan kumpulan
terakhir di Eindhoven.

Kelmarin, 40 keranda mayat

nerbangan khas pesawat Her:
cules C-130 milik Tentera Uda-
ra Diraja Belanda dan C-17 Glo-
bemaster Tentera Udara Diraja
Australia ke pangkalan pener-
bangan tentera Eindhoven.

Ia diikuti 80 mayat mangsa
yang dihantar semalam dan
bakinya dijadual tiba hari ini
dengan semuanya menerima
penghormatan penuh adat is-
tiadat ketenteraan.

Mengulas dakwaan 40 ma-

yat yang tiba kelmarin turut

membabitkan rakyat Malay-
sia, Tiong Lai berkata, belum

dan mengenal pasti punca se-
benar kejadian menerusi buk-
ti yang diperoleh pada mayat
atau fragmen ditemui,” kata-
nya.

Sehubungan itu, Tiong Lai
meminta semua pihak teru-
tama keluarga mangsa mem-
beri ruang secukupnya bagi
pasukan pakar teknikal me-
ngenal pasti mayat meman-
dangkan tragedi MH17 adalah
jenayah antarabangsa.

Tegasnya, komitmen Malay-

- sia dalam menangani isu na-

has MH17 tidak berubah sejak
hari pertama dan cabaran per-

‘tama iaitu membawa keluar

mayat dilepasi dengan baik.
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Bodies may hold vital clues

SOURCES OF INFORMATION:
Forensic teams working
round the clock to
perform post-mortem

FARRAH NAZ KARIM
AMSTERDAM
news@nst.com.my

NVESTIGATORS are hopeful that the

bodies of the victims of Malaysia Airlines

flight MH17 now undergoing post-
mortem in Hilversum, the Netherlands,
would provide them clues as to what hap-
pened to the Boeing 777-200 jetliner.

At this point of the investigation, this has
become one of the most promising sources
of information, considering the fact that the
wreckage of the aircraft has not been re
covered from where it crashed in Grabavo in
Donetsk, Ukraine, after it was blown out of
the sky last Thursday.

Transport Minister Datuk Seri Liow Tiong
Lai told the Malaysian press here that Kuala
Lumpur had asked Ukraine to grant the
investigating team full access to the crash
site.

He said the access currently provided was
“very limited”.

This, he said, was critical if the inter-
national investigating team was to get their
hands on what's left of the aircraft, and to
put together the pieces of this huge puzzle,

However, a source said a large portion of
the twin jet was destroyed on impact and if
investigators did manage to reconstruct the
fuselage, it would likely only be just a quarter
of the jetliner.

They are also concerned with visuals
showing those at the site sawing through
parts of the aircraft that were lying scattered
soon after the crash.

“The edges of the parts of the aircraft lying
there can tell a lot about the incident. If the
parts have been severely compromised... it
will be a problem,” said the source.

As of yesterday, the three teams of
Malaysian investigators, who were among
the first to arrive and comb the site for clues,
were still there gathering evidence.

A forensics expert with the Malaysian
delegation said investigators only had pho
tos of the wreckage to work with.

“The Dutch-led team needs to be able to
take the wreckage out as it is crucial to the
probe. As it is, the elements, could have, to a
great extent, compromised the evidence.”

The wreckage had been in the open for a
week now,

Liow said the Netherlands had asked for a
reinforcement of Malaysian experts.

Eleven of them would join the 28-man
Malaysian forensics team already holed up
at the Hilversum military medical facility
since more than 24 hours ago, working
round the clock on the bodies alongside
their international counterparts.

The reinforcements include officers from
the Chemistry Department, the military, po
lice and the Health Ministry

They will come with DNA samples of the
victims' families.

The Disaster Victim Investigation (DVI)
team is currently working on five operation

-

LR - - -
Workers using a forklift to load caskets containing the remains of victims of Malaysia Airlines flight MHI7 onto a Dutch transport
military aircraft before its departure for the Netherlands, at Kharkiv Airport in Ukraine yesterday. Reuters pic

lines, focused on five bodies at a time.

As at 2pm local time yesterday, they had
not concluded any of the post-mortems.

The first 40 bodies were brought there on
Wednesday and at least 70 more were
brought in yesterday.

The 24-member Malaysian SmartTeam’s
base in Kharkiv will wrap up their operations
today after the remaining bodies are flown to
the Netherlands.

“Aside from identifying the bodies, the
post-mortem can also shed some light on
areas the investigators are probing,” the
forensics expert said.

He said among the things that forensics
could establish was whether there was
shrapnel on the bodies.

This would establish whether the aircraft
sustained a direct missile hit or whether the
projectile exploded before it hit the plane.

Traces of molten metal on the bodies if
any, would determine if it was indeed a
missile that blew up the aircraft.

Putting the investigating process in per-
spective, the expert said, based on the pas-
sengers’ manifest, their seats and the match-
ing of DNA and the condition of their bodies,
investigators would be able to pinpoint
where the plane was hit.

Meanwhile, Malaysian chef-de-mission
Khairil Hilmi Mokhtar, who is from the
National Security Council, said once the
post-mortem on each body was concluded
the body would be immediately sent back
on the next MAS flight out of the Nether
lands.

“No, there is no need to wait for the post-
mortem on all the bodies to be concluded.”

On whether it had been established how
many of the bodies flown in to Eindhoven
were Malaysians, Hilmi said, only the DVI
teams would know for sure, as once the
bodies were put in body bags at the site, they
hadt remained unopened until they reached
Hilversum

He said the bodies were, however, scanned
before they were flown to the Netherlands
from Kharkiv in Ukraine.
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‘Remains won't
arrive before Raya’

pELAY: Legal and technical issues to be resolved, says PM

r I NHE remains of Malaysian
victims of Malaysia Airlines
flight MH17 will unlikely

make it back home before Hari

Raya Aidilfitri, said Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Najib Razak.

He said this was because of the
technicalities involved in the DNA
verification and legal issues that
must be resolved.

“There are technicalities and legal
requirements that cannot be avoid-
ed, therefore, it is highly unlikely for
the remains to be brought back
soon,” Najib said after signing a con-
dolence book at the residence of the
Dutch ambassador here yesterday.

In his condolences, Najib wrote:
“On behalf of the government and
the people of Malaysia, let me ex-
press our deepest condolences to
all the families in the Netherlands
who have lost their loved ones in
the tragic incident of MH17.

“We feel for the families and our
hearts go out to them.”

Najib, who had pushed for the
remains of Malaysians who died in
the crash last Thursday to be re-
turned to their families by the end

of the fasting month, said hewould

hold talks with the Ukrainian au-
thorities for international inves-
tigators to gain full access to the
crash site.

_ Present were Dutch ambassador
to Malaysia Harry Molenaar and
his wife, Dr Loes Nas.

Forty-three Malaysians, includ—
ing 15 crew members and two in-
fants, and 193 Dutch nationals were
among the 298 passengers on the
flight from Amsterdam to Kuala
Lumpur.

Some of the bodies had been
flown to the Netherlands on Wed-
nesday. Experts will now work to
identify them based on DNA sam-
ples collected from relatives, a pro-
cess which could take a long time to
complete, before the remains could
be returned to their next of kin.

In Putrajaya, Health Minister
Datuk Seri Dr S. Subramaniam said
the ministry had handed over to
the Netherlands the DNA profiles

of family members of Malaysians .

who had died in the crash to fa-
cilitate identification of bodies.
“However, their remains might
not arrive soon as the bodies may
have to remain there longer for a
post-mortem to determine the el-

‘ements of criminality.

“There is strong suspicion that
the plane was shot down, and as |
such, leaving the bodies with el-
ements of criminality. There is a
possibility that countries affected
may want to seek justice for their |
citizens,” he said at the Health

Dr Subramaniam said building a
criminal case required data and |
evidence, which would be time-
consuming to obtain. |

“Taking the extent of the inves-
tigation into consideration, it
might take some time before the |
remains can be repatriated.”

- Dr Subramaniam said six teams
from the Serdang and Putrajaya |
hospitals were on standby to han-

dle the remains once they were

repatriated from the Netherlands.

' The ministry has also activated a
special team to handle the MH17
crisis locally, together with the 22-
member team sent to Ukraine.

“We have activated the Mental
Health and Psychosocial Response
and forensics team to help our
crisis response team. The 22-mem-
ber team has been sent to Kharkiv,
Ukraine, joining 17 others from the
police and Chemistry Depart- |
ment,” Dr Subramaniam said. |

|
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Personnel to help with identification and post-mortem of victims

FROM

AMSTERDAM!

Isabelle Lai

AMSTERDAM: A total of 40 Malaysian
disaster victim identification (DVI)
personnel will be helping to carry
out identification and post-mortem
of the MH17 victims brought to the
Hilversum medical military base,
said Transport Minister Datuk Seri
Liow Tiong Lai.

He said there were 28 personnel
on site now, 10 of whom arrived
from Kiev today, and 12 from
Kharkiv due to head over here
S00N. :

The personnel include those from
the police force, the Armed Forces,
the Health Ministry and the

They are all forensic and medical
experts, he told reporters here.

Liow said that although the iden-
tification process had commenced,
he had not received any new infor-
mation on whether there were any
Malaysian victim amongst the first
batch of 40 bodies that arrived at
Eindhoven air base on Wednesday.

He said the second batch arriving
later today would be carrying 70
bodies, adding that the final batch
was due to arrive tomorrow.

discussion with King Willem-Alexander.

He said once all the bodies had
been transported out of Kharkiv,
the operations there would be com-
pleted.

“But we will continue combing
the crash site in Torez for human
remains. Our there say the
smell of decomposition is still
there,” he said. <

Regarding the black box current-

- ly undergoing expert analysis in

Britain, Liow said the cockpit voice
recording was downloaded on
Wednesday and the flight data

recorder was analysed yesterday.

He said
that the black box belonged to
MH17 and had suffered no major
external damage as well as dis-
played no signs of tampering.

“We will leave the announce-
ment of any findings to the interna-
tional investigation team headed
by the Netherlands. I hope we will
be informed as soon as possible, he

said. :
He added that the team would
also decide whether there was a|

working together: Liow and Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Anifah Aman having a

experts had determined

need to make the contents of the
black box public.

Liow said that the three-man
expert team in Torez, comprising
Azahari Dahlan, Capt Philip Joseph

' Selvaraju and Mohd Naemy Fahimy

Mustapa, had collected a lot of data
to aid with their investigation.

The data will eventually be sent
back to the investigation base in
Kiev, he said.

Liow thanked the Netherlands
government for according such
respect to the remains of the vic-
tims that were brought here,
describing the ceremony as very
solemn and dignified.

The arrival of the first batch of
bodies on Wednesday marked the
first national day of mourning for
the Netherlands since the death of
wartime Queen Wilhelmina in
1962. ;

“We thank them for giving this
respect to the victims. They have
done a good job in giving the
deceased victims of MH17 a digni-
fied arrival,” he said.

Out of the 298 killed, 193 were
Dutch and 43 were Malaysians.

Liow also urged grieving families
of Malaysian victims to be patient
and give space to the technical
team in Hilversum, stressing that

‘the investigation must not be com-

promised although all efforts were
being made to expedite the repa-
triation process.
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Hot and dry days for next two months

PETALING JAYA: There will be hot and dry
days :Fﬁ the next mmonths;w@hn}pd

across the couImy till Septe '
1solated ramfall mcertam pa:ts of the ccgn-»
try now was no indication of milder weather
to come.

A department spokesman sand the
spell was due to the south-west
winds which began in the mid '&’May
indicating drier weather than normal with
less rainfall and cloud formation.

“We expect ﬂn “hot and dry weam to
continue with Ii isolated rain across the

epartmen

- hgnomenon - the pro-
longeﬂwamung of surface temperatures that
happens over the eastern Pacific Ocean every
two to seven years for six months - the

department had yet to estaﬁhsh that it had
- started, but noted many :edi@an centres
around the world tn develop
* within the hei&*few months.
Meanwtnle,theDepamnentofEnwroument
portal showed 11 areas with good quality

- readings while 41 areas recorded moderate
dg,._ Jeatﬁn@as ' 4pm yesterday.

Index (hPl).d’up to 50 is

= comedgood 51 to 100, moderate; 101 to

200, unhealthy; 201 to 300, very unhealthy;
and 301 and above hazardous.

‘Bakar Arang and Sungai Petani in Kedah
had the highest API reading of 99, followed
by Seberang Jaya 2 and Prai in Penang, which
recorded an APl of 98.

Various areas in the Klang Valley recorded

-moderate API readings from 53 (Pul:rajaya) to

66 (Kuala Lumpur).
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